
 

                                Ss. Peter & Paul’s Church, Straide  
 

                                                                       Fr. Martin Convey P.P., Tel: (094) 9031029  

                                            email: pp@straideparish.com, Parish Website: www.straideparish.com 
 

Masses                                                                                                                         May 1st & 2nd 2021 

 

Saturday, 1st         8:00 pm  Mary Roche (9th Anniversary)  Gurteen 

/ Patrick Deacy & deceased of the Deacy family  

Sunday, 2nd      11:00 am  Pat and Trudy Loftus (Ballylahan) & son, Michael Hall  

    / Jack and Annie Loftus (Gurteen) & Michael Carney 

Monday, 3rd      10:00 am  Baby Ella Masterson & deceased of the Neary and Nolan families 

Tuesday, 4th        10:00 am    Liam Stenson (5th Anniversary)  Knockshanbally 

Wednesday, 5th  10:00 am  People of the Parish Community 

Thursday, 6th     10:00 am  Mary & Thomas Athy and daughter Nora McNamara Gurranard 

Friday, 7th            7:00 pm  Pauline Doherty (9th Anniversary) Gurteen 

Saturday, 8th       8:00 pm  Paddy (100th Birthday Remembrance) & Nora McHale Oughtoose 

Sunday, 9th        11:00 am  Pat Smyth Blanemore (5th Anniversary) Blanemore 
 

 

We remember in our prayers - the soul of John Ruane, Dun Laoghaire  (formerly of Straide) who was buried on 

April 21st last. May he Rest In Peace.  
 

 

Reopening of Churches – Thankfully, Churches will be allowed to have congregations (maximum 50) present from 

Monday, May 10th. It will be great to be able to welcome parishioners back once again. In order for our Church to be 

open for public Masses, the previous high standards of cleaning and stewarding must be in place.  

Help - is always needed with these tasks – especially with stewarding at the Church entrance during weekend Masses. 

Thanks to the parishioners who did such a good job in this respect in the past, making sure that no more than 50 were 

admitted and that all had “tickets” with them. Volunteers are now needed to assume the same responsibility again.  

Unfortunately - unless we get volunteers to act as stewards for Masses, it will not be possible to have the Church 

open for parishioners to attend, as we will be in breach of HSE / government guidelines.   
 

Tickets - for the weekend Masses of May 15th & 16th will be available to be picked up from the back of the Church 

from May 8th. Admission to weekend Masses by “Ticket Only” will be strictly enforced from May 17 onwards. It may 

also be necessary to have a “ticket system” in place for some weekday Masses if it is thought that the numbers 

attending may exceed 50. This may arise, especially, for anniversary Masses for the recently deceased etc.                    
 

Visitation of the Sick & Housebound – will recommence from Thursday, May 6th for those who have been fully 

vaccinated (for at least two weeks) and who would like a visit. Contact Fr. Martin if you wish to be added to the 

monthly Visitation List. Urgent calls will be attended to at all times. 
 
 

 
 

First Communion and Confirmation Update – It is highly unlikely that either First Communion or Confirmation 

will take place this year before the month of September. Both the government and the diocese has said that neither 

should take place “at this time”. We await information from Bishop Dempsey on a date for Confirmation in the 

autumn. Once that date is known, it will then be possible to fix a date for First Communion also. It is hoped that a date 

for First Communion (to be held in September) will be fixed & advised to parents before the school year ends in June.  
 

Covid-19 Collect and Deliver Service - Helping people to stay at home is the new role of Local Link Mayo rural 

transport services. Local Link Mayo is offering a collect and deliver service in existing Local Link routes throughout 

Mayo from pharmacies and local shops, delivering shopping and critical medical supplies to the elderly, the 

vulnerable and sick. If you need such support or know someone who does, contact Local Link Mayo on 094-9005150 

between 9:00am and 5:00pm (Monday - Friday) or email mayo@locallink.ie. 
 

All Masses from Straide Church - are now streamed online from the parish website – www.straideparish.com.  

Unfortunately, during this present level of lock down, it is not possible to have parishioners present at Masses. 

However, the Church remains open throughout the day for private visits and prayer. 

Offertory Collections – Sincere thanks to all who continue to drop in Offertory Envelopes to the parochial house at 

regular intervals and to those who make online donations through the parish website. It is much appreciated. Thanks, 

also, to those who have set up scheduled weekly Offertory donations through the parish website.  
 

 

 

You can now make your Offertory Donations - simply, conveniently and securely online at our parish website – 

straideparish.com. Many thanks to those who use this new facility. Thank you for your ongoing generosity & support.  
 

Moy Davitts News - Congratulations to Ann McGowan on winning €310 in the Moy Davitts 50/50 draw last Saturday 

morning.  A huge thank you to everyone who supported last week's draw, it is greatly appreciated. Tickets are 

available in the usual retail outlets and by clicking  https://smartlotto.ie/Bohola-moy-davitts 
 

 

 

Thought: May you never forget anything that is worth remembering nor remember anything that is best forgotten. 
 

Newsletter: Items for inclusion to be handed into the Parochial House by 12pm on Thursday or email pp@straideparish.com.    

Additional News Items - are  included in the online Newsletter on www.straideparish.com         
 



 
 

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People – ALONE Professional staff are available to answer queries and give 

advice and reassurance where necessary. The support line is open 7 days a week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 024.  
 

 
 

Revised Coronavirus Guidance for Churches – as of May 10th  

Masses: Up to 50 people can be present – ticket system in operation for weekend Masses. The church will be open, as 

usual, for private visits. All Masses will continue to be live streamed from the parish website– www.straideparish.com 

Baptisms: These can go ahead with 50 people present). Gatherings in homes afterwards subject to HSE guidelines. 

Weddings: Up to 50 people can be present. Gatherings in homes / hotels afterwards subject to HSE guidelines 

Funerals: Up to 50 people can be present.  

Please Keep Safe in the church: Use sanitizer gel; wear face covering and keep a safe distance from one another. 
 
 

 

Knock Counselling Service – available at (094) 93 75032 or log on to www.knockshrine.ie/counselling  
 

 

 

IF YOU NEED HELP 

Many parishioners have volunteered to help those who may not be able to shop, collect medicines, go to the Post Office etc. 

during this Coronavirus outbreak. If, at any time,  you need help with these chores call me on (094) 9031029 and I will liaise with 

the many volunteers within the community who are very happy to help out. 

Keep safe, keep healthy and, at all times, follow HSE / Government guidelines. Say a prayer, too, for all who have caught the 

virus and for all medical staff, carers and volunteers who are working so extremely hard at this time. (Fr. Martin) 

St. Vincent de Paul (Foxford) – can provide help for those in Straide who may be in need of food or fuel. Contact (085) 8887777 
 

CCTV – operates 24 / 7 within the Church and in the Church car park. The parish policy concerning CCTV can be found on the 

parish website (www.straideparish.com) – as can all parish policies. 

Overseas Volunteers Training Course September 2021 - Open to all - Viatores Christi, a faith-based development 

organisation has specialised in the recruitment, training and deployment of overseas volunteers since 1960. VC runs 

an online volunteer preparation course covering Community Development, Health, Global Awareness, Mission, etc. 

This is open to all! Once completed, participants can be considered for volunteer roles through VC EU Aid 

Volunteers.  For more information visit our website www.vcvolunteers.ie or email info@viatoreschristi.com 
 
         

On 10 March 2021, the Irish Catholic Bishops' Conference announced a new Synodal Pathway for the Catholic 

Church in Ireland leading to the holding of a National Synodal Assembly within the next five years. 
 

Synodal Pathway Timeline: 
 

The Initial Phase – Prayer, Listening, Consultation, Discernment. The initial two-year phase of embarking on the 

synodal pathway and leading, in time, to a National Synod, helpfully coincides with preparation for the 2022 Ordinary 

General Assembly of Bishops in Rome entitled For a synodal Church: communion, participation and mission. 

Bishops envisage the next two years as a period of prayer, listening and discernment, involving a nationwide 

consultative conversation on this theme. This will allow individuals and parishes, religious orders and associations as 

well as groups, movements and organisations both within the Church and in Irish society at large, to share their 

insights into the Church in Ireland –past, present and future. It will also include discussion and debate via related 

information sessions and educational programmes on the meaning and processes of synodality. Best practice in 

listening and synodal processes and assemblies at home and around the world will be researched. 
 

The Planning Phase – Preparation for a National Synodal Assembly. The planning and preparation phase for a 

National Synodal Assembly will bring together, and seek to implement, the fruits and recommendations from the 

Initial Phase. It will, in particular, take account of the conclusions of the General Assembly in Rome in 2022, together 

with any Apostolic Exhortation by the Holy Father emerging from the General Assembly. The aim of this phase will 

be to design the particular form of our National Synod and prepare directly at local, regional and national level for the 

holding of the Synod. 
 

Next Steps: Next June, at the Summer General Meeting, bishops intend to establish a task group to plan and oversee 

the first steps along the synodal pathway. This task group will be made up of lay women and men, including young 

people, religious, priests and bishops. 
 

The next two years (2021-2023) will be a period of prayer, listening and discernment, involving a nationwide 

consultative conversation on the theme: "For a synodal Church: communion, participation and mission". This will 

allow individuals and parishes, religious orders and associations as well as groups, movements and organisations, both 

within the Church and in Irish society at large, to share their insights into the Church in Ireland – past, present and 

future. 
 

The key question is: What does God want from the Church in Ireland at this time? 
 

Easter to Pentecost 2021 - Before embarking on the consultation itself, between Easter (5 April) and Pentecost (23 

May), 2021, bishops are seeking submissions on what methods to adopt in these coming two years of conversations. 

The new Synodal Pathway webpage is live onwww.catholicbishops.ie/synod featuring information on the timeline, 

some FAQs and some additional resources to assist with this phase of the process. Submissions can be made on 

www.catholicbishops.ie/synod 



 

 
 
 

General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) – has implications for parishes, one being that we can no longer publish names of 

Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Society or Collectors in Newsletters / Website without written permission. We hope to phase 

the regulations in throughout 2019. Forms are available on the altar rails. Please bring one home, fill in and return to the Church. 
 

Accord Counselling - Challenging times can be rough on relationships. When it comes to protecting your most precious investment           

(your marriage), talk to ACCORD. Our services, based on your needs, not your ability to pay, can help you get the most from your       

marriage. Morning and evening appointments are available. Office hours are from 10 am to 1pm Monday to Friday, contact                        

(094) 92 54944 or Lo-call 1850 201 878 or email accordcharlestown@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Pope Francis Prayer of Protection Against Coronavirus                                                                         

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain with steadfast faith. 

You, Salvation of the Human Race, know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 

and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us,                                                           

through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.                                                                             

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test - 

– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 


